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ministries, outreach evangelism to the sur-
rounding communities, and leadership training 
seminars. He has orchestrated a Mens and 
Boys Breakfast with over three hundred peo-
ple in attendance. The church has formed a 
Mass Choir, a Bible Study of over eight hun-
dred people, and car pooling for college stu-
dents who wish to attend services. 

Reverend Jefferson has built a strong and 
diverse graduate level of education. Upon 
leaving Grambling State, Reverend Jefferson 
immediately enrolled in the University of Day-
ton in Dayton, Ohio. Here he earned a Master 
of Business Administration degree in Mar-
keting and Finance. He then received a Juris 
Doctorate of Law from Capital University in 
Columbus, Ohio and a Master of Divinity from 
Drew University in Madison, New Jersey. In 
1988 he was awarded a fellowship to the 
prestigious ‘‘Sloan Fellows Program’’ at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Here 
Dr. Jefferson completed his Master of Science 
in Management in 1989. 

Reverend Jefferson is happily married to the 
former Linda Mouton of Jennings, LA. They 
are the proud parents of four beautiful chil-
dren; Kimberly, David Jr., Lou Ella, and Jas-
mine. He is a member of the New Jersey Bar 
and American Bar Associations, and Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

Mr. Speaker, I call upon my colleagues to 
join me on June 11th, in congratulating Rev-
erend Dr. David Jefferson, Sr. on his out-
standing accomplishments in expressing our 
appreciation for his dedicated community serv-
ice. Let us extend our best wishes to Dr. Jef-
ferson for continued success and fulfillment.
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FURTHER EVIDENCE OF NEED TO 
CREATE INDEPENDENT FEDERAL 
AGENCY TO INVESTIGATE THE 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT 

HON. JAMES A. TRAFICANT, JR. 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2000

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
year I introduced legislation, H.R. 4105, to es-
tablish an independent federal agency to in-
vestigate allegations of wrongdoing on the part 
of Justice Department personnel. As part of 
my ongoing efforts to have this important leg-
islation enacted into law, I have been inves-
tigating allegations of wrongdoing within the 
Justice Department that have not been appro-
priately and completed investigated and pros-
ecuted. 

One of the incidents I uncovered occurred in 
my own Congressional District, and it involves 
serious allegations of misconduct on the part 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation agents 
in Youngstown, Ohio. The attached sworn affi-
davit makes serious allegations that should be 
aggressively investigated by the Justice De-
partment and Congress.

STATE OF OHIO, COUNTY OF TRUMBULL—
AFFIDAVIT OF JAMES A. KERCHUM 

After having been duly sworn in accord-
ance with law, I, James A. Kerchum, hereby 
depose and say: 

(1) I, James A. Kerchum, was an active par-
ticipant of the Mahoning Valley Corruption 

Task Force during the approximate period of 
February 1998 thru April 23, 1999. 

(2) During the period of February 1998 thru 
April 23, 1999, I primarily planned and 
worked with the following people: Louis 
Slay, Director Supervisor U.S. Dept. of Jus-
tice; Anthony Sporanza, Special Agent FBI; 
Mike Cizmar, Special Agent FBI; Pete 
Proach, Special Agent FBI; Wally Sines, 
Special Agent FBI; and Dennis Direnzo, 
Agent BCI & I 

(3) During the hereinabove written time 
period I was primarily a paid informant for 
the FBI and my FBI Code Name was Cheeze 
1. My main FBI contact was Special Agent 
Mike Cizmar. 

(4) During the hereinabove written time 
period, FBI Special Agent Mike Cizmar re-
lated the following to me: 

(a) Congressman Jim Traficant was the 
FBI’s number one target across the United 
States because he beat them in a Federal 
Court in Cleveland, Ohio in 1983 and that he 
was an embarrassment to the FBI. 

(b) The FBI investigated Jim Traficant 
from the time he was the Mahoning County 
Sheriff and that the FBI was going to get 
him one way or another. 

(c) When you go to Quantico, Virginia 
there is one special class you take and that’s 
on getting Jim Traficant. 

(d) If I got Jim Traficant, they would build 
a monument for me in Washington, D.C. 

FBI Special Agent Anthony Sporanza also 
made statements in support of the herein-
above written. 

(5) Within the herinabove written time pe-
riod FBI Special Agent Mike Cizmar asked 
me to kill Girard, Ohio Police Detective An-
thony Zuppo. 

Further Affiant Sayeth Naught.
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TRIBUTE TO WESLEY RHODES 

HON. SAXBY CHAMBLISS 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 9, 2000

Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
honor Wesley Rhodes of Pineview, GA. Wes-
ley, a student at Fullington Academy, was 
named a National Award Winner in Science. 
This special award recognizes fewer than ten 
percent of all American high school students. 
Wesley was recommended for the award by 
teachers and school staff for his outstanding 
academic performance in science, interest and 
aptitude, leadership qualities, responsibility, 
enthusiasm, motivation to learn and improve, 
citizenship, attitude and cooperative spirit, and 
dependability. 

I would like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize Wesley for his achievements in science 
and for his exemplary leadership at Fullington 
Academy. He is an exceptional student and 
has made the people of my district and myself 
proud.

DEPARTMENTS OF LABOR, 
HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES, 
AND EDUCATION, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2001

SPEECH OF 

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 8, 2000

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 4577) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Labor, 
Health and Human Service, and Education, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2001, and for other pur-
poses,

Mr. STARK. Mr. Chairman, reducing fraud 
and abuse in Medicare has been identified by 
the Majority Leader as a major initiative. The 
Budget Committee has a Medicare Fraud 
Task Force to look into ways to reduce Medi-
care fraud. The Ways and Means and Com-
merce Committee has held hearings on reduc-
ing Medicare fraud. 

And yet, this bill would actually reduce al-
ready appropriated funds for fighting fraud and 
abuse in Medicare by $50 million. These funds 
were appropriated in advance when the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
(HIPAA) was enacted in 1996 and intended to 
fight Medicare fraud. This program has re-
turned $17 for every dollar invested in it. Be-
cause of our fraud-fighting efforts, we have ex-
perienced the lowest growth in Medicare 
spending ever. 

Obviously, the Appropriations Committee 
disagrees with the Majority Leader and other 
Committee Chairmen who want to reduce 
Medicare fraud. Instead, the Committee would 
reduce our anti-fraud efforts. Evidently, the 
Committee feels that there is not enough fraud 
in Medicare, so we should let it grow. 

Second, Mr. Chairman, the General Ac-
counting Office and others have issued nu-
merous reports recently about the alarming 
abuses and poor quality of care of senior citi-
zens in nursing homes—the care of our moth-
ers and fathers and our constituents. GAO 
said that one in four nursing homes actually 
harm our senior citizens or place them in dan-
ger of being harmed. The GAO recommended 
stronger enforcement of quality standards. 

In Northern California, only 6 percent of 
nursing homes were found by State inspectors 
to be in full or substantial compliance with re-
quirements. 

The President proposed additional funding 
to support a Nursing Home Initiative for en-
forcing nursing home standards more strictly. 

Yet this bill would eliminate the funding for 
this Nursing Home Initiative. 

Obviously, the Appropriations Committee 
simply does not care what happens to our 
senior citizens in nursing homes. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port the DeLauro amendment to restore funds 
for fighting Medicare fraud and for the Nursing 
Home Initiative. 

Mr. Chairman, I submit into the RECORD a 
letter sent to me by the National Citizens’ Co-
alition for Nursing Home Reform.
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